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LEAP INTO THE YEAR OF THE RABBIT

San Francisco, CA: Gung Hay Fat Choy! Sen Nin Fai Lok! (Happy New Year)

The Alaska Airlines Chinese New Year Festival & Parade will be “Leaping into the new
year” for the Year of the Rabbit with its annual celebration from January 7 – March
5, 2023. From the Public Art Project, Rabbit on Parade, to the street fairs and Night
Time Parade, there is something for everyone to enjoy.

Join us on February 4 @ 5:15pm as Grand Marshal Rich Ting is set to light the
ceremonial opening firecrackers. And just like pulling a rabbit out of a hat, Paul Nathan,
a magical ringmaster, will open up the parade with a circus performance appropriately
named, “A Magical Beginning.” Be on the lookout for Honorary Marshal, Martin Yan,
who will help us usher in the Year of the Rabbit.

The Year of the Rabbit
The Year of the Rabbit (Lunar Year 4721) begins on January 22, 2023 and is the fourth
animal in the Chinese Zodiac. Originating thousands of years ago to celebrate the
reawakening of nature, Chinese New Year, also known as Lunar New Year or the Spring
Festival, is a time of reunion and thanksgiving. Lunar New Year festivities begin with the
new moon on the first day of the New Year and end on the full moon 15 days later.

In Chinese culture, the Rabbit is the luckiest of all the twelve animals. People born in
the year of the Rabbit are typically gentle, quiet, elegant, and alert as well as quick,
skilled, kind hearted, patient, responsible, and faithful. People born in the year of the
Rabbit excel at cultivation, education, health care, medicine, law enforcement, and
politics.

Some famous people born in the Year of the Rabbit include Albert Einstein, Frank
Sinatra, Roger Moore, Tina Turner, Mark Hamill, Johnny Depp, Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt,
Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, and David Beckham.
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Grand Marshal, Rich Ting

“I spent the majority of my youth growing up in the San Francisco
Bay Area where I attended elementary and junior high school and
graduated from Archbishop Riordan High School in the city. It is
an absolute honor to be named the Grand Marshal of the 2023
Chinese New Year Festival and Parade, and I am extremely
grateful and humbled to have this opportunity. As a 4th
generation Asian American, I have always been proud of my
Chinese heritage and culture and look forward to celebrating the
new year in my hometown of San Francisco. Attending the
annual Chinese New Year Festival and Parade as a young boy
along with my family, I am beyond words to express my gratitude
for including me in such an iconic cultural celebration.“

Rich Ting was born in Los Angeles, California and is a 4th generation Asian American.
Growing up as an athlete, Ting played collegiate football at Yale University while earning
a B.A, and then went on to achieve a dual J.D./M.B.A. degree. Soon after achieving his
scholastic goals, he realized that he needed to switch careers and pursue his passion
for the entertainment industry and, specifically, as an actor.

Ting got his first big break when he was cast in the TV series, Beyond the Break. He
began appearing in guest star roles on major hit shows such as NCIS: Los Angeles,
Supergirl, and Chicago P.D. He split his time between the U.S. and Asia for several
years after being cast in the lead role of "Xon Sa Ma" in the historic film, Huyen Su
Thien Do, and on the Korean drama television series Iris. His determination and work
ethic landed him a role in the blockbuster film Lone Survivor opposite Mark Wahlberg as
well as on Salt alongside Angelina Jolie. He is also seen performing stunts as a 1st
degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do in G.I. Joe: Rise of the Cobra, The Green Hornet,
Gamer, and Crank 2: High Voltage. Other notable roles include, 'Bolo' in the Cinemax
drama series Warrior, 'Captain Iijima' on Amazon's Season 4 of the critically-acclaimed
The Man in the High Castle, and 'Li Chang' on the CBS series Tommy to name a few.

In 2022, Ting was cast for recurring roles on CBS’s Magnum PI as ‘Taro ‘Tower’
Tamaguchi’, Netflix’s Partner Track as ‘Carter Min’, and Apple’s Hello Tomorrow as
‘Hikaru Makoto’.

Ting currently lives in Los Angeles, CA. In addition to working in film and television, he's
still active in the martial arts world, loves to travel to exotic places, and is a true foodie
at heart.
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Honorary Marshal, Martin Yan

The San Francisco Chinese New Year Festival and Parade is
also proud to announce Chef Martin Yan, as the 2023 Alaska
Airlines Chinese New Year Parade’s Honorary Marshal.

A legendary television icon, Chef Yan is the recipient of the
prestigious James Beard Foundation Lifetime Achievement
Award, following the footsteps of his idols, Julia Child and
Jacques Pepin. He has hosted more than 3,500 cooking
shows around the world, he is an accomplished chef, a
respected culinary educator, commentator, and food and
hospitality consultant. He has authored a library of 30 plus
titles, among which include the award-winning Martin Yan’s
Feast and Martin Yan’s Chinatown (with intro by Julia Child).
In 1978, he launched the now classic Yan Can Cook series,

infusing cooking lessons with his brand of humor and skill. For close to a quarter of a
century, the Yan Can Cook Show has been a fixture on the television screen (PBS) in
North America and around the world. Generations of audiences have grown up
watching and learning the joy and wonders of Chinese and Asian cuisines.

Chef Yan is also a successful restaurateur. His latest ventures are M.Y. Asia in Las
Vegas, a joint effort with Caesars Resorts, USA and M.Y. China in the heart of San
Francisco’s Chinatown. As a culinary professional, Chef Yan is a true ambassador for
the food and hospitality industry.

__________________________________

Year of the Rabbit on Parade Art Display and Charity Auction

Back by popular demand, “Year of the Rabbit on Parade” returns. For its third year, the
program promotes the artistic representation of this year’s honored zodiac animal. Five
(5) Rabbit sculptures are designed and hand-painted by local artists and will be on
display throughout the San Francisco area starting Saturday, January 7th through
Sunday, February 5th, 2023.

Each Rabbit design was inspired by cultural themes that share the traditions and
celebratory messages of the Chinese New Year. We invite everyone to visit and take a
selfie or family photo with these incredible creations and don’t forget to participate in our
social media photo contest by posting and sharing photos on social media.

San Francisco Chinese New Year Festival & Parade www.chineseparade.com

http://www.chineseparade.com


To learn more about the inspiration behind the designs and how to enter our
photo contest to win a Rabbit on Parade prize package, please visit
https://chineseparade.com/rabbit-on-parade/.

“Peace to Home” “Bravery” “Prosperity” “Maanmaansik” “Auspicious
Waters”

Union Square Thrive City
(Chase Center)

Asian Art Museum Lucky
Supermarket

(Lakeshore Plaza)

Chinatown-Rose
Pak Station

Following the conclusion of the public display, each sculpture will be auctioned off
with net proceeds benefiting local non-profit organizations.

_________________________________

Float Preview Day for Media

A float preview day is scheduled for January 30th and 31st from 11am to 4pm at Pier
54. Reservations are required to come and see the beautiful floats made for this
year’s parade. To reserve a scheduled spot and view further details, please use the
following link, https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45aca62ca5fdc70-2022#/.

Should you have any questions, please contact Stephanie Mufson, (510) 260-6097 or
Steph@TheParadeGuys.com.
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ALASKA AIRLINES CHINESE NEW YEAR FESTIVAL AND PARADE YEAR OF THE
RABBIT CALENDAR AND DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS

January 7 through Year of the Rabbit on Parade
February 5 Various locations around the San Francisco Bay Area

Five (5) large Rabbit statues, designed and hand-painted by local artists, will be on
display throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. Each Rabbit design was inspired by
cultural themes that share the traditions and celebratory messages of the Lunar New
Year.

Plan how you’ll see the Rabbit on Parade and don't forget to participate in our social
media photo contest while you’re there. All details and locations can be found at
https://chineseparade.com/rabbit-on-parade/

__________________________________

January 14 Mini-Procession and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Saturday, 10:30 am Grant Ave. From California to Pacific

Come help us kick off the new year with a procession that gives a glimpse of what the
larger Lunar New Year parade will bring. The procession begins at historic St. Mary’s
Square, follows the original parade route down Grant Ave. and proceeds to the Flower
Fair’s main stage on Pacific St. below Grant. The procession will include lion dancers,
giant walking puppets, costumed stilt walkers, drummers and dancers. Following the
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procession, the City dignitaries will join honored guests in officially opening the Festival
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the main stage on Pacific between Grant & Kearny.

__________________________________

January 14, 15 Flower Market Fair
Saturday, 10am – 6pm Grant Ave. from Sacramento to Broadway;
Sunday, 9am – 6pm Washington, Jackson & Pacific between Stockton &

Kearny

Oranges, tangerines, flowers, plants, and a variety of auspicious foods are just a few of
the many new year items for sale at the Flower Market Fair. Oranges and tangerines
are symbols of abundant happiness. Tangerines with leaves intact assure that one’s
relationship with another remains secure. For newlyweds, this represents the branching
of the couple into a family with many children. Every traditional Chinese household
should have lively blooming plants to symbolize rebirth and new growth. Traditional
Chinese entertainment such as Chinese Opera and lion dancing will be performed on
stage both days.

__________________________________

January 22 Chinese New Year & Choy Sun Doe Celebration
Sunday, 11am – 2pm Portsmouth Square, San Francisco

The Year of the Rabbit (Lunar Year 4721). Under the auspices of the SF Chinese
Chamber of Commerce, Choy Suns will grace Chinatown and pass out “Lai Sees” and
gifts to eagerly waiting children.

__________________________________

January 28 Basketball Jamboree
Saturday Betty Ann Ong Chinese Recreation Center
10am-4pm Mason & Washington St., SF

Contact: Kenny Lee hoopsterslee@gmail.com

Returning to our activity line up, the Basketball Jamboree will kick off the Year of the
Rabbit with six exciting basketball games. The first game will begin at 10am with the last
game at 3pm. There are 3 slots for each division (boys and girls), with approximately
sixty participants. The players represent the greater Chinatown-North Beach community
and San Francisco Middle Schools. This popular basketball jamboree is celebrating its
28th year! Bring your family and friends and enjoy a great day of fun and slam dunk
moments!

__________________________________
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February 3 Thunder Valley Casino Resort
Miss Chinatown Pageant & Coronation Ball

Saturday, 4pm – 9pm Hilton San Francisco, Union Square

The beautiful, talented and bright young women from throughout the United States are
coming to San Francisco during Chinese New Year to compete for scholarships and
prizes in the annual Miss Chinatown USA Pageant. Each year’s winners become
goodwill ambassadors for the Chinese community throughout the new lunar year.
Please contact the SF Chinese Chamber of Commerce at (415) 892-3000 for tickets.

__________________________________

February 4 Alaska® Airlines Chinese New Year Parade
Saturday, 5:15pm – 8pm Market and Second to Kearny and Jackson

Bleacher Tickets available: https://chineseparade.eventbrite.com $41 ~ $70

Named one of the top ten Parades in the world by the International Festivals and Events
Association (IFEA), the Alaska Airlines Chinese New Year Parade in San Francisco is
one of the grandest nighttime illuminated Parades in the country. The parade has also
been consistently placed on the Top 5 Best Cultural Festival by USA Today Readers
Choice. What started in the 1860’s by the Chinese in San Francisco as a means to
educate the community about their culture, the Parade and Festival have grown to be
the largest celebration of Asian culture outside of Asia.

The Parade will be broadcasted LIVE on KTVU Fox 2 (English broadcast) and on KTSF
26 (Chinese broadcast) on Saturday, February 4th from 6pm – 8pm. An encore
presentation will be broadcasted on KTVU Plus (English Broadcast) on February 4th

from 9pm – 11pm and February 5th from 4pm – 6pm and on KTSF (Cantonese/Mandarin
Broadcast), Saturday, Feb 4th from 8-10pm, Sunday, Feb 5th from 4 - 6am and 8-10pm,
and Feb 6th from 3 - 5am.

__________________________________

February 4, 5 Community Street Fair
Saturday 10am - 4:30pm Grant Ave. from California to Broadway;
Sunday 9am - 5pm Washington, Jackson & Pacific between

Stockton & Kearny

Immerse yourself in the sights and sounds of San Francisco’s exhilarating Chinatown
during one of the community’s most exciting times of the year. You will find over 100
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booths and concessions making this a shopper's paradise. The SF Chinese Chamber of
Commerce has planned activities and entertainment for all ages. Enjoy Chinese folk
dancing, opera, drumming and much more at the entertainment stage on Pacific St.
below Grant. Make sure you get a family photo with the giant puppets and other
memorable artifacts from the Parade.

__________________________________

March 5 Chinatown YMCA CNY 5K Run/Walk, 10K Run
Sunday 7:15am - 9:20am Chinatown, San Francisco

Contact: (415) 576-9622

The Chinatown YMCA will hold their 45th annual “Chinese New Year Run” both Live
and Virtually. Participants in the Live virtual 5k/10k will run on March 5th and those who
choose to participate virtually will have 3 weeks to complete and submit their results
through an activity tracker app (Strava, RunKeeper, MapMyRun, etc) of your choice.
The date range to submit results is March 5th thru March 26th, 2023. Registration info:
https://www.ymcasf.org/CNyrun

The Chinese New Year Run is an annual fundraiser benefiting Chinatown YMCA's
Physical Education Program and Community Center, which serves 1,600 youth and
families in Chinatown with wellness and community programs each week. The cost
includes a T-shirt and finish line goodies for all runners as well as prizes for top winners
in each age group.

__________________________________

The Alaska Airlines Chinese New Year Festival and Parade would not be possible
without the support of the event’s generous sponsors:

Alaska Airlines, Comcast, Thunder Valley Casino Resort, Hyundai, Cache Creek Casino
Resort, U.S. Bank, Lucky California, Sky River Casino, Bank of America, Toyota, Graton
Resort & Casino, Meta, Salesforce, McDonald’s, Golden State Warriors, ICBC, Cruise,
APAPA, Boston Properties, Caesars Entertainment, CCHP, Huaxing Arts Group, RAMS
Inc, SFCAUSE, MHACC, Grants for the Arts, Anthem, Cricket Wireless, Humana, and
Sing Tao.

***

For more information, please visit chineseparade.com and connect with us on social
media. Follow us @chineseparade on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
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